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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To keep secret information which is output from a 
printing device by providing a means to set a desired code number, 
a means to enter the number, a means to compare the code 
number with the entered number and a means to instruct the start 
of printing the received data in accordance with the comparison 
results. 

CONSTITUTION: A host computer 1 sends a code number to the 
code number setting part 2 of a printer with the concurrent action 
to enter print data into input buffer memory 3 of the printer. After 
that, an operator enters any appropriate number from a panel part 
1 1 and a code number interpretation part 1 3 compares the number 
with the code number loaded from the setting part 2. If both 
numbers coincide with each other, a printer I/F part 8 is instructed 
to start a printing operation so that dot image data received and 
developed in image buffer memory 7 is output. Consequently, it is 
possible to maintain information which is output from a printing 
device in a confidential state. 
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